[Effect of bloodletting on the proliferative activity of erythroid progenitor cells from the bone marrow of patients with polycythemia and polycythemia vera].
We assessed the effect of phlebotomy on the proliferative activity of less (BFU-E) and more (CFU-E) mature bone marrow-derived erythroid progenitors from patients with polycythemia vera (PV) and polycythemia symptomatic (PS) in vivo in diffusion chamber culture. The cloning efficiency of erythroid progenitors under the effect of normal and increased erythropoietin (Epo) concentrations in PS was comparable with controls, whereas in PV the BFU-E and CFU-E-derived colony formation was significantly higher (p less than 0.01). In PV, the erythroid progenitors formed markedly more colonies in cultures stimulated with higher Epo concentration (p less than 0.01). The results of this study indicate that phlebotomy both in PV and PS does not affect the reactivity of erythroid progenitors to various Epo concentrations.